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Abstract

® &
The paper discusses the historical background, eseﬁatu&&nd future perspective of public
el

library system in Kenya, research and applicati(ﬁ f | also analyses the relation between the

government and KNLSin modalities of fm
A

Currently there are over 30 p libr in Kenya under the umbrella of KNLS of which all
are funded and managed vernment through KNLS. Public libraries serve and focuses on

users who are basically the public; raging from toddlers to senior citizens through inculcating

library culture, acc d using not only book-based services but also access information on
websites, thro e practical application of ICTs in information search. KNLS has been positioned
by the g to implement planned library education for a firm foundation on national reading
youth in Kenya. Further, the role of public libraries within this information age context

is challenging from that of book-based information provider to that of internet service provider and

soistherole of the librarian.

Keywords. Kenya National Library Services, Public Librariéfhrary legislation, Development of

Public Libraries in Kenya.
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Public Library system in Kenya:

Libraries existed in Kenya before there were yem\frican librarians. The establishment of
libraries in Kenya is very much linked to the comiof British colonial rule. After attaining its
independence in 1964 from Britain, it was impemton the part of it as dg%w country to
establish the service institutions like public $ibes in order to streng%ﬂﬁrﬁ/ocratization of
information and promote the social, cultural, hist@al, and scientific anc&@ic’él knowledge ia th
public at large. The growth and development of pulbrary system. in/Kenya can reasonably be
examined and studied by categorizing it broadly"/ﬂ{e%ﬂs in accordance with general

\/

periods: pre-colonial, colonial and post- colom I

i) Ancient and medieval M

i) Before independence
iii) After ind ce

Ancient and medieval

There is no re ibrary having existedhis fperiod. The only existing one is thought todav
been in the East African coast. Howevée philosophy of Islam did not encourage

readi this was thought to be the preseraesafall literate ruling class.

Also the history and culture of the communitidstinose times were communicated and
passed to future generations by oral traditiontaedarts. Therefore, libraries would not have playe

any specific role in the society.
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Before independence:

European Missionaries were the first peopledb up a library. Through Christian missionary

society (CMS) Mission set up a small mission ligrer Free Town near Mombasa in 1887.

The other early library stemmed from the cargion of the Kenya- Uganda Railway. In 1902,

Mr Jeevanjee, who had been the main supplier oémadd towards the construg(ﬁ‘f the railway,
s U 4
' Y4
decided to invest in the first ever newspaper,Bhst African Standard. Twwpaper company
/

started a new library, which also stocked referdyareks and manuscri I‘rﬁ903, a group of Asian
philanthropists set up the Mombasa Public Librarg Bree Reading Room. It was paid for by public
subscription. Later on, the library was named tké Bin ' tiblic Library and Free Reading

\./
Room. As a result of the socio-economic an.d p 'WS of the time, materials bought for
nl

the library reflected a bias in favor of Indianeci IFLA, 1999).

®
During this colonial period, the cg? ment felt the need for information, which could
Id be f

help in finding out how the colony inaalby self-sufficient. There was a need to use some

Africans in governing and ad to educaemthOn one hand they wanted to control the

amount of education thabA ricans did not hawe ability to confront the colonial government.
The colonial go t did not support creatiorpoblic libraries. On the other hand, Africans

realized th evelopment lay in a Europege tof education and that also needed access to

In 1902 the High Court of Kenya was establisie Mombasa. Then known as the Supreme
Court, it moved its headquarters to Nairobi in 199%ad a rich collection of reading materials on
law. In 1935 a new building was completed in Nainvhich to date houses a big library that serves
the judges, magistrates and advocates of the HmirtCThe Kenya Legislative council sat for the

first time in 1907 and its library was establishieen.
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The Kenya National Assembly Library was essdgd in 1910 to meet the information needs of
the members of the legislative council as it wantknown with the use of lay language in law,
Administration and Studies of Parliament and alsostore recorded parliamentary proceedings

(Kenya, 1910).

The National Museum Library was set-up in 19IB8is was initially established by a society

_( ,
known as the East African Natural History Sociatjich was involved in the study of flora and
e U 4

fauna and set up the library as part of their &, Public subscription‘We’ér/nerged laserdl
| Y
were mainly established by philanthropists or geoappeople maiW by the European and

Asian communities. The first among these was thelWlHan%o.ria ibrary, which was started

in 1931 from funds provided by Lady MacMillan TW ory of her husband, Sir Northrup

MacMillan and was for use by the Europeaf com 'XThis library was taken over by the

Nairobi City Council in 1962 and is now of the Nairobi City Library Service.
P

From the foregoing, it is c twwarad been set up by the 1940s to serve African
communities. However 1945, many African®©wviad gone to fight in the Second World

War came back and with the ey brought some megaaind writing skills. Political agitation and

the spirit of nation dgeen awakened, anaerAfricans were sent to mission schools and, as

popu iterature and make proposals as to howethreeeds could be met. Following her report
which advised that the government should contrel ghovision of literature to then considerable
Africans reading public, that resulted the settidcast African Literature Bureau (EALB) in 1948,

with Charles Richard as director and George Anneakethe bureau librarian. EALB was under the

East African High
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Commission and was to provide a public libragyvices. The Bureau started with publishing of
books in local languages, and establishing libreeyvices. The same year the British Council
established its offices in Nairobi and took thepmessibility of inaugurating library services in Eas
Africa, with the view of handing them over to thedividual countries. The library service for
Africans was operated through the provision of bbokes and the introduction of a postal lending
service to 40 centers. The Bureau had a publistivigion, which was meant tgm(age African

s U 4
. C . F " 4
authorship by publishing indigenous literature. 2 U 4

A4

7

J

—

i
According to Hockey (1960) ‘The governments of East Africa@j anzanjganda) are
spending increasingly large sum of money on prografred tiorg:l and community development
at all levels, and it only by the provision of wedl an.i;(% services, freely available tip a
which can expand and develop for the indiidual ititerests and skills acquired in the class, the
group or the workshop, that the true W eavor can be achieved’. Training of staff to
®

run the centers was also included, th insoluble problem, as governments of East
er

Africa were naturally reluctant ke anysiderable program of training until they were

assured that the people em an be absorteduinable posts, and unable to accept the fact

that the developmen ser"c s will inevitablytsitip the trained staff available. The inadequacy

of the activities ureau led and the settipgof separate national library systems for edch o
the East Afric untries. The secretary of Stdt€) through the British Council had set Advisory
for each of the East Africa countriesclEAdvisory Committees had recommended the
estab ent of Central Library Service, whichlviié responsible for the administration of a
library services in each country, at the same tmtegrate all the existing public library serviadd
eventually be responsible for the whole countryis™mas a perfectly sound policy and keeping with

accepted, library practice which recognizes thdy an sufficiently large unit can provide and

organize efficiently the many and varied servicepeeted of a modern library or information
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system. During that time in East Africa there waspublic library services in the accepted sense of
the term; all the existing services were limitethei by the terms of reference under which they
were established or by the fact that they wereefdrto charge subscriptions to augment the
inadequate funds available to them. They couldpmovide trained staff or a wide range of books,
both of which were essential in any library servigeEast Africa at that time. However, many of

these libraries were offering excellent work witkieir limitations; unfortunately_“mad no fugur
s U 4

. . F ' v
as isolated units. (Hockey, 1960) Y
o
L < 7
| Y
Provision of a centrally controlled publicrgry system was part o colonization stratdgy

would encourage the ideas of democracy and redgensii shigand at the same time give the
state monopoly on the supply and control of 'nfdj‘%

. Hill, in announcing the new

measures to the House of Commons in 1959, di e fact that the new policy to aid the

development of public libraries in a W territories was not wholly altruistic. The
@

purpose of the measure was ‘to incre tM' h books and periodicals abroad’

(UK, 1959).

The British counci ole"w he developmeftnational library services was as an implementer

rather than initi the words ¢Coombs, 1988) he stated that it may be true that the British
Council ‘h e foundations, at least in paftmany library systems in the developing world’.
Howe his has always been at the behest dBtiish government, who provided the funds and
other ulated types of development to be camigtd Unlike some more fortunate experts, British
Council Libraries Organizers were expected to fellap their reports with assistance in their
implementation and efforts to set up the propossdices, which had been going on during the past

two years against the background of rapid politeatl economic changes during that time. The

library organizer was housed in the literature Buis offices in Kenya, and had been given full
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authority by the Director to cooperate with therdity staff in any reorganization of the library
services which might have been considered neceasémat period. A library school with the limited
aim of providing elementary training was set upMakerere university college, Uganda in 1963,

with British Council and UNESCO aid, under the dtien of Mr. Knud Larsen a UNESCO officer.

In other related literature on this reseampict (Roche, 1987) states that ‘it was through the

g v

council's public library development scheme that British council Librarian, Sidhey Hockey, was

e U 4
posted to Kenya as library adviser. However, hisi¢eof reference weremy&fpulated by British
government’. ‘ :‘/:

UNESCO is noted for supporting the idea ofdily planni d national public library systems
during the colonial and post colonial period;.dw\r;riod UNESCO held seminars and
conferences in 1950s and 1960s in Enugu, ( jakar, (Senegal) and Kampala (Uganda) were
very crucial in popularizing this ide@rmn ncluding Kenya. However, the inception of
the idea owed much to the Briti ov ent. Tihper@ach of British government towards public
libraries systems in vari ntries ' was theeetooth supported by UNESCO and in line with

their approach.

The Kenya Archives Library was estli#d in 1946 and was then known as the Chief

Native Co er's Library. The EALA of this emrepresented European rather than African
views 961 there was only one African membartilundependence, EALA acted almost as a

branc the British Library Association (BLA) amds colonial in its outlookk enya, 2010).

After independence

An understanding of the historical dimensionhis research work was considered important. The

Researcher couldn’t ignore the legacies of the.p@apabilities and requirements were always
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considered against the perspective of circumstarmses institutions inherited from the past.
Everything worked within an inherited framework, iathwas more difficult to change than it might
appear. An in—depth analysis of the origins of aral library services went this way in enabling
researcher to understand the subsequent histopyldic libraries in Kenya and East Africa as a

whole, and provided a base on which realistic ssigges for improvement and change could be

adopted. ‘(“ )
s U 4

F ' v
. U 4

UNESCO believed libraries to be good things this belief stemlrré‘rw{he influence of
| Y

western thinking .The formulation of UNESCO's libyaprogram @dch on the active role

played by British and American Librarians. Althoutite desi bilitx of shaping public libraries to
®
the national needs of each country was recogn e&experience or library knowledge

on how to do it. Therefore national advisory’ conesf. a !entral planning, state grants and state

supervision of all the public libraries f ld in:this favored approach. So is Kenya National
®

Library Services was therefore a creation Mﬂmg colonial state. It had less of home grown —

the Kenya communit{K enya, 2009).

Jomo K enyatta book. found

selection list and are part of their stock. Itimgler the ministry of education for publisher offeiiént

books met the criteria for selection they recommiiean to Kenya institute of Education hence they

are incorporated in the schools’ curriculum.

www.klibjlis.com Page | 46




‘KNOWLEDGE LIBRARIAN - AN INTERNATIONAL PEER REVIEWED BILINGUAL E-JOURNAL OF LIBRARY
AND INFORMATION SCIENCE
Volume: 01, Issue: 01, Sept. — Oct. 2014 eISSN NO XXXX-XXXX

Public Library legidation in Kenya:

The bulk of public libraries is organized and ryntbe Kenya National Library Services, which was
established by an Act of Parliament 1967. To: Prexnestablish, equip, manage, maintain and
develop libraries. Carry out and encourage researcthe development of library and related

services among others.

(N
‘. N y

There were, of course, libraries of a pubblture already existing in KeWo KNLS,gbe
-

7
had begun during the earliest days of British euid had grown up se éate y around different racial
and religious communities; the major ones had lgpesn local an(éu}al government support. A

library service for Africans, run through the EAsticam Lit Bureau (EALB), was one of the
\./

last on the scene, approved in 1950. Opinig s to connection between KNLS and the

earlier libraries. One view is that “Kenya N ibrary Service is the direct product of East

African Literature Bureau and East afmw iation” (Musisi, 1985). It was then the East
African Library Association (E v@rged inf58 the replacement of EALB with statutory
library boards in each o ree countries o$tBasfrica (Kenya Uganda and Tanzania). Thus

Kenyans had already made p , in anticipatioth@fBritish decision in 1959, to make grants for

the development i na?library services. Amotlriew is that “before independence, public

modern public library service in Kenya ... can be&lgo have started in 1959” with the offer of aid
from the British Government; that “the sixties ctrerefore be said to be the beginning of

librarianship—as we know it today in Kenya.”(Ngaagl982 & Rosenberg, 1997)
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The Act proposals for the establishment ofualié Library Service in Kenya, was prepared for
the Advisory Committee which was formed by the goweent shortly before independence, were
preceded by extracts from the UNESCO Public Libidgnifesto to which has been widely used as

a definitive statement in the nature of a publiviee.

The Kenya National Library Service Board (KSR) is a typical example of those Africa public
(.
library services set up at the time of independe@mya gained independgnce,in 1963; KNLSB
b 4

.
was passed in 1965 after the Act was gazette. 67 19 Board commeN@ﬂnctions under the
| Y

Act of Parliament; Cap 225 of the Laws of Kenya KdB.is a stat@a’(ion. It is interesting to

note that there was two years lapse from the daﬁe:bgazeft: 196. o the date of KNLSB started

its operation 1967. .,\ N
@ Y
Board was empowered to develop public ki ices in Kenya to fill the vacuum that existed
before and soon after independence re in igown of public library services hence bridge
the level of literacy. The ulti ns r &by service provision was and is in the hands of
KNSL.

(KNLS, 2012).

As a public library service, the KNLS providssrvices that include lending services, postal
lending, reference services, services to school$ atier institutions, for informal training,

institutional advisory services and mobile librasrvice. The National Library Services carries out
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the duties and responsibilities of a national lkiprawith a Kenya National Reference and
Bibliographic Department which serves as the nalitibrary and provides a rage services including
legal deposit, compiles Kenya National bibliograptwhich is a listing of Kenyan materials
published in every year at the same time providesyld Periodicals Index. Its mandatory, every
publisher in Kenya should deposit two copies ofrgvitle published with the director of the KNLS,

within 14 days of publishing the title at their ownst, this is under the currq_ﬁr(ﬁf\gl,deposit Act
s U 4

(Kenya, 1987) Ay
L U 7
| U
The national bibliography therefore is anhautative, regular, nsive, and standaddize

record of Kenya's publishing output and foreign lmabionss.of interest to Kenya and provides

information of practical nature. It is a very ud I %Me ion and acquisition of materiais b

information and library centers in Kenya and”otpe f%/world. Kenya National Bibliography

is the source of most statistical in[ﬂm‘r Kenyan publication output supplied to
®

international agencies and programs cMen onal Federation of Library Association and

Institutions (IFLA), Universal ic ContrdUBC) and the Universal Availability of

Publications (UAP), progra S0 a cataloguool that provides a model catalogue entry that
may be directly copi y I@r ries and other infation systems in the country. There are many
challenges that ublic library system @ny@a as any developing nation in its provision of

library service citizen.

g ta(Odini, 2000 ) Besides problems of funds for purchasing, inadegpatfessional
human resources, poor physical infrastructure,agadte use of information technology and lack of
co-ordination and interlibrary co-operation and \aball the absence of a national policy on the
collection and distribution of information hindenet optimal functioning of libraries in Kenya
irrespective of size and type. So much so, "aplaoim some special libraries in research

organizations, most Kenyan libraries have beerbased on “print” resources as opposed to other
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media. In spite of the fact that there has beenem@ant towards multimedia including electronic and

Internet sources, this development is sldgalo, 1998).

Provisionsunder KNL S Act, 1967:

. Mission
. Functions of KNLS ‘(“ )
s U 4

. Structure of KNLS /% ‘V/
S

. Authority ‘\ ‘Y g
4

. KNLSB

. Director of KNLS o Q.

KNLSMissi y\/

ission:
@
To lead in knowledge manage doptingt liechnologies and provide access to
@

information materials for a sustaine aMalm facilitate Kenyan’s participation in national

development.

Functions performed by Ken ational Library Services:
&

anage, maintain and devéhe national and public libraries services in

i. To establish, .€q

Kenya;
i T,

d co-ordinate library documentatiod aglated services, advice the

Government, local authorities and other public bedion all matters relating to library

documentation and related services;

www.klibjlis.com Page | 50




‘KNOWLEDGE LIBRARIAN" AN INTERNATIONAL PEER REVIEWED BILINGUAL E-JOURNAL OF LIBRARY
AND INFORMATION SCIENCE
Volume: 01, Issue: 01, Sept. — Oct. 2014 eISSN NOXXXX-XXXX

iii. Provide library education, training in prindgs, procedures, and techniques of librarianship an
improve library standards, by providing documewiatirelated services, sponsor, and facilities for

conferences and encourage research in libraryecefalds;

iv. Participate and assist in the campaign for ieedbn of illiteracy, by stimulating the public

interest in books and to promote reading for infation and enjoyment among Kenyans;

e ¥
s U 4
//
v .Acquire books produced in and outside Kenyasuah other materials an@és of knowledge
s
. . . ' 4

necessary for a comprehensive library services; & v
. 4

ix. Publish the National Bibliography of Kenya amrlprovidw%;raphic and reference services.
It is the national agent for the International Szl oowmger, ISBN and International Standard

Serial Number, ISSN thus assigns the ISBN &ISS :o Kenyan publishers respectively;

vi. KNLS is a depository library foum ications and hosts a special collection of UN
publications. All World Bank r an letitigaling to over four thousand (4,000) documents

form the core of the colle ;

vii. Maintains rare bo collection composed af ahd rare publications that are no longer in print

The collection has t six hundred (600) documeértiese materials are available on request and

are strictly ence within the library;

es to a variety of journals both lbgzand internationally. Subscriptions for the eati
network are done centrally. So far, the library laasollection of over 58,882 copies including

current and back issues of various periodicals;
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ix. Hosts a collection non-conventional documentfanms of microfiims and microfiches of
important national records preserved for postehitth limited or controlled access to them, but

they can be made available on request for strietnithin the library;

x. Collects and facilitates the use of governmauiblipations of different types such as District

Development Plans, Session Papers, the Kenya @atetivs of Kenya, and the Constitution of

_...(\v,
Kenya; F\u v
Y
‘/“/
xi. KNLS through its National Library Services gas out the duties. and responsibilities of a

N

national library and it's a legal national deposit( KNLS,2009).

® Oy'
Fig: 3.9 KNLS Orga rarl;\\ ~
@ ’
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e N
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Structur e Details:

The above chart shows the exciting stmgcin Kenya on the public library system. It igeay
important entity underlying public library system Kenya through KNLS. It is the administrative
machinery or operative unit which carries out thgeotives of public library service in Kenya.
Organization and structure is with the provisiorKdfLS system, for the eﬁecti%‘ﬁ@nentation of
its provisions and, therefore, the extent to whislobjectives could be achi@%ﬁssesséﬂe‘lf
structure is well-knit and effective the attainmayitits objectives cwt/prove difficult. A
potentially weak library structure with no or inagete linkages render the library law ineffective

and futile. For its functions, linkages and accabﬂﬁ;.togw its composition lies with the

® Y

in the era of Africa’s political independenc

structure’(Ekbote, 1987).

Kenya National Library Service s
. Itis a part of the state structures leftite vy

KNLS is direct creation if the de artn;%
the British. Kenya is typical nati th .same systof countries which were under the colonial

power of Britain.

The national ervices has curremthynetwork of over 30 district libraries and some

community-based libraries spread out in differeart$ of the country with a total collection of ove
1,000,0 es of books and 159,000 volumeowingls. The KNLS is currently under the
mini ulture with board of directors appa@dtby the minister for a period of 3 years. The
Director of KNLS is the secretary of the board le¢ same time a member. With the government,
industrialization vision 2030, it is now providirfmancial and technical assistance in establishing

public libraries in almost all districts in the cuty.
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As a public library service, KNLS provaleervices that include lending services, postal
lending, reference services, services to schoalso#imer institutions, informal training, institutial

advisory services and mobile library service atestabovgKNLS, 2012).

The national library services has currentiyjeawork which has over 30 county, district and

community-based libraries in different parts ¢ ttountry, the following are some but not all Pabli

L {( Q.
Libraries under KNLS: A/.“y
. U 4
S
'
Awendo Mandera | U |
Buruburu Meru -
Eldoret Mombas
Embu Mwingi
Garissa ® ir €
Kabarnet aivas
Kakamega ru
Kapsabet ® eri
Karatina Nyilima
Kericho Olkalou
Kilifi .“ Rumuruti
Kisii \J Silibwet
Kisumu Thika
Kithasyu & Ukwala
Kwale Voi
Laikipia Wajir

the n al library authority, charged with thetydwf implementing the KNLS Act. It is the

responsibility and duty of the minister to supesimd and promote the improvement of library
service, provided by the library Act. It's the nstér statutory duty also to establish, equip, and
administer a national library system through KNLSBie Act empowers the minister to constitute

the KNLSB.
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Kenya National Library Services Board:

The constitution of this body is partly homination and partly by election from different
sections of the community concerned with publiadiy service throughout the country as it's

provided in the Act.

To advise the government, the ministepugh the Act provides that‘moard will be
£ ‘y
constituted with 19 members, to advise the goveninen all matters"(i‘gﬁing with the
L. /S

administration of the Act, to promote, establisquip, manage, maintain and develop libraries in
Kenya .Also to coordinate library documentation aathted serv nd advise the government
about library education and training. Permanentetacy Wy of Culture & Heritage will
have alternative representative on behalf oft. Th e representation will be application
to the ministry of education, finance, plannin )es with one member each, Nairobi University,
Kenya library Association, Nairobi gma nominated members by the minister. The

Board may in its discretion invi yp wh@mot a member of the Board to attend a meeting

or meetings of the Boar t'Such person shak movpower to vote at such meetings, and within

the opinion of the Board she/h an expert iname@ Board may be looking for expertise opinion.

The chairman of t d vﬁll be an elected pefsom the non-official members of the Board for
a period of 3 years. The Director of KNLS is thers¢ary to the Board. Board members shall be

paid out nds thereof such expenses asithister may from time to time determine.

le of the Board, in this context deaihwthe type of support it provides to the develepitn

of libraries, policy development of libraries, apmotion of library and book culture. The Board
has to provide both material and the political wil solicitation to build the required infrastruce

in the rural set up and influence the legislatigstesm to provide with needs and requirements of the

time in public libraries. Also the role of the Bdas to place library service in the national agend
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for funding, planning and implementation to achieational development. Further, the Board has to
facilitate public library with community statisticand help to establish formal links with other
organizations in the local community. Board is thain player for KNLS attainment of its set goals

and objectives.

Director of KNLS: .
LS
s U 4
. Do . '\ A i
The executive responsibility is entrusted to theeBtior of KNLS. Tﬁ\t/% functions are
-
cleared in paving way for development of libraryvsee in the countrf. &e/h‘ should ensure proper

utilization of the library funds and also manpowsupmit annually.report to the government on

critical, progress in libraries development, firgnfrom insWnd audit parties. The Director

is full time head having the prescribed qualifi.o i a er's degree and above, charged with

planning maintenance organization and dev: lic libraries and public library system.
Day to day affairs of KNLS is cha@Mc o he is the accounting officer, the library
funding being entirely from the \w\t grarits, the purpose of developing libraries and

establishment of new b throughout the cpuhte Director is directly responsible in all

financial matters of KNLS (KN 2012).
&

Current status o

f 1967 CAP 225 which created KNLS is time an use with many challenges and
lac m the funding system, appointment efdhector , staff and lack of ICT policy in the
Act by the time of enactment renders inefficientyhie service leading of KNLS. During the time of

enactment community based libraries were not egedabut they are currently making bulk of

KNLS public libraries.
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Kenya is currently in the process of inmpéatation on the new constitution by the end of the
process the new law will address all the wantirgisas of the KNLS Act. However, despite all the
legal challenges KNLS is in ambitious and vigorexpanding phase of its public libraries network
to the divisional and constituency level commonéferred as community libraries for better

utilization of Constituency Development Fund (CDF).

N
e ¥
Interpretation of Public Library System in Kenya: Af“‘ Y
a U 4
Public lib t: otz
ublic library movemen (R

| U
4
In Kenya movement for public system startegdero50 re, independence with the
establishment of the first public library in 188V Freegow Mombasa in the coastal region of
Kenya by the missionaries. However, many Maken for the Second World War
®
came back after war well informed about t ' ng that knowledge through reading and

writing they joined the independe@ st le s through Mau Mau warriors, then later

declaration of state of emerg N,O by thloreal government. Literacy raised thus the

demand for public librari apparent.

was formed by the government shortly before inddpene in 1964, which were preceded by
extracts from the UNESCO Public Library Manifesbovthich has been widely used as a definitive

statement in the nature of a public service.
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The KNLSB is a typical example of those Afripablic library services set up at the time of
independence. Kenya gained independence in 1968SBNvas enacted in parliament in 1965 and
the Act was gazette at the same year. In 1967 dsdBcommenced its functions under the Act of
Parliament; Cap 225 of the constitution of Kenya 9B is a government corporation. It is
interesting to note that there was two years ldps® the date of Act gazette 1965 to the date of
KNLSB started its operation 1967. ‘(“ )

F ' v
2 U 4
The constitution of this body partly by nomination an‘dNMy election from

different sections of the community concerned wgitiblic library serv Wughout the country as

it is provided in the Act.

KNLSB is to advise the governme related to library service and
implementation of the Act in the country. Th rsthrough the Act provides that the Board will
be constituted with 19 members,@Me ent on all matters concerning with the
administration of the Act, to twblisqme, manage, maintain and develop libraries in
Kenya .Also to coordin ibrary documentation aathted services and advise the government

about library education and training.
&

owered to develop puliicary services in Kenya to fill the void that

Board
existed befare soon after independence regptidenprovision of public library services, hence
level of literacy. The ultimate answar lfbrary service provision was and is in the r&nd
of K The role of the Board, in this context tewith the type of support it provides to the
development of libraries, policy development ofditbes, and promotion of library and book culture.
The Board has to provide both material and thetipaliwill, in solicitation to build the required

infrastructure in the rural set up and influence thgislation system to provide with needs and

requirements of the time in public libraries. Alk@ role of the Board is to place library servine i
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the national agenda for funding, planning and imm@etation to achieve national development.
Further, the Board has to facilitate public libramth community statistics and help to establish
formal links with other organizations in the lo@mmunity. Board is the main player for KNLS

attainment of its set goals and objectives.

In Kenya the public library system is thetiomal affair handled by KNLS which is the

QW
mandated authority to deal with all matters relategublic libraries was formed in:1967.
2 O 4
Y
. . '
National Library: | U |

East Africa Literature Bureau (EALB) which was rdated o%r;e in East African; the three
®
countries; Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania was f mw e colonial government under the

ub ry!ervice and to raise export of British

books to its colonies. The BureaUWi
®

establishing library services. The sa eMB ouncil established its offices in Nairobidan

East African High Commission, to provide &

pphiblg of books in local languages, and

took the responsibility of inaugurating, library gees in East Africa, with the view of handing them

over to the individual countries. Commissiopapted Mrs. Elizabeth Huxley to survey and

prepares recommendations @r a literature orgaoizébr the regions.

Her most impartant proposal, which later stimulatieel planning for national library services, was

that-' The'b should develop a central libsgsstem to which existing and proposed small local

Id be linked under the supervisiomafained librarian' (Were,1994).

The effect of this recommendation was thaldisthment of branches at Dar-Es-salaam in

Tanzania, Kampala in Uganda and Nairobi- Kenya.

In June 1959 the British Chancellor of the Duchy.ahcaster introduced to the House of
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Commons a five-point program aiming at the incrdaseport of British books to its colonies.

To achieve this plan the British Governmeriended to "assist, through the British Council, in
the development of library systems in a numberodbrtial territories including the establishment of
central libraries, regional branches, book vans bodk-boxes". Following this statement, the

colonial secretary sent a dispatch on Septembed tidthe Governors of East Africa informing them

of the colonial library development program. Andtire absence of statutomgﬂmhorities or
v
public systems it was proposed that the EALB balus® a springbomyary development
| U |

because the Bureau was already running libraryicein East Afric()‘*/

The Governors requested the colonial goventba a evelopment advisor for East
Africa. Mr. S.W. Hockey then working as educ t dan was appointed in early 1960 to
work out a library development plan for t regritories. In December 1960 Mr. Hockey

produced a report that recommendwm stem comprising of the following:

(1) Central headquarters for thwem resipte for selection, purchasing, processing and

distribution to regional librari

(2) Regional librar perate lending and mfee services; supervising branch libraries within

the region; operating mobile, book-box and positaaly services.

(3) District libraries to provide grassroots libraervices under the supervision of regional liesr

(4) Postal library services for individuals in rei@areas
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In addition Mr. Hockey made other two further, those recommendationsthat:

'Each country should develop its own National Lipr&ervice, based on legislation which would
establish a board to act as a controlling body whiomctions would be to establish, equip and
manage libraries (Hockey, 1960) ....and each tewisghould consider a centralized library service

and each branch of the service should containldrehis library.
The Bureau was to provide books and psagmal assistance. a U 4

| U
Every country was ordered by the colonial governimenestablis a hational library in their

respective countries through Hockey report of 1960th t Hoc.key recommendations and the
inadequacy of the activities of the Bureau leditii uNe

te national library system fahea

country, which is now the Kenya national libraryaddished z 1960 (Hockey, 1960).
Public library L egidation: .“

With the public library movem /}enya whievas over 50 yrs, and the existence of the

EALB shortly before indepe orked favoralblythe independence of Kenya to immediately

embark on its own legal aaj governance structur&eriya public library system. East Africa

Library Associati LA) which was formed in 19%frked as a pressure group towards the new
Kenyan go t by urging to replace EALB whidcisvby then in charge of all library service in
Keny ave a statutory library Board backedhsy d¢onstitution of Kenya by drafting a bill and
enact it."Eventually the government formed Advis@gmmittee in 1964, which drafted a bill and
was passed in parliament in 1965. KNLS came existence through the CAP 225 of the Act in the
Kenyan constitution that created it, with most bé tfeatures which were imposed upon by the

colonist by structure, it's the British one. Withfew amendments on the Act still much is not

elaborative on the exact formal way of funding &pe@m mentioning in the Act that KNLS will be
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funded by the grants from the government. Thisdwaributed to the poorly funding of KNLS and

hence it has directly impacted the slow and unegxahnsion of public libraries across the country.

The Act hasthe following sections:

1 Short title
2 Interpretations ‘(“‘ )
s U 4
. F ' v

3 Establishment of Board Y
o B

4 Functions of Board ‘\ “ g
4

5 Report of Board

6 Appointment of Director and other staff ] Q.

7 Funds for Board y\/

unds for Boar -
@

8 Investments

9 Accounts and Audit .“
10 Execution of documents x/

11 Regulations

Collection:
®
The KNLS 225 doesn't expressly stéite ¢ollection for public libraries in the KNLS.
However, | n 4 (b &) state that to acqumeoks produced in and outside Kenya and such

other rials and resources of knowledge necgefmaa comprehensive national library also plan

and co-ordinate library, documentation and relatadices in Kenya.

County library Council:

Kenya is under the unitary set of governmetgre all the County public libraries are under one

national council KNLS. Further, the county centiiataries are charged only with responsibility of
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coordination county organs for the KNLS in the dyuevel this mandate is limited within the main
national structure of KNLS on administration anembnation only especially coordinating library

services on the districts which are within therngdiction.
Department of Public Libraries and Director:

As per section 6 (1& 2) of KNLS CAP 225 sligtes the appointment of ttLe(‘S‘ctpr of Kenya
s U 4

. . . . . H&h‘/
national library services, who shall be the chie¢aitive of the Board a e secretary. Kenya

s
. : - . 7 .
being under the unitary structure of governandaipuibrary system |§Jn?qr one arm of national

structure KNLS, the director is one and at theamei level charge@ all planning, superintend,
development and control the KNLS. The directoﬂsim‘harwthe KNLS Act implementation

A

with the following functions:

® ,
i. To establish, equip, manage, mair)w national and public libraries services in
Kenya; ®

ii. To Plan and co-ordinate libr cu ation aelated services, advice the

Government, local aut
documentation and related

an

other public bedion all matters relating to library

raining in prindgs, procedures, and techniques of librarianshgp an
improve library st , by providing documewtatirelated services, sponsor, and facilities for

ire books produced in and outside Kenyd such other materials and services of
e necessary for a comprehensive libramyjices;

vi. Publish the National Bibliography of Kenya atwdprovide bibliographic and reference services.
It is the national agent for the International $ta Book Number, ISBN and International Standard
Serial Number, ISSN thus assigns the ISBN &ISSN Ioers to Kenyan publishers respectively;

Vil. Exercise such other powers and perform sublerotluties as may be conferred or imposed on
him by the rules under the Act from time to time.
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County central libraries:

In Kenya there are state/provincial centraldries in all 8 capital cities of each province.
However, under the unitary set of government tlaeStentral public libraries are under one national
council KNLS. Further, these state central libra@ge charged only as coordinating organs for the
KNLS their mandate is limited within the main nat#b structure of KNLS on administration and

coordination only especially coordinating librargrngces on the districts ﬂm@'wnhin their

% U4
jurisdiction. They are headed by Principal librasa (“y
| Y
4

Outline of Public Libraries;

® &
Kenya, historically is less than 100 years & rds@e over 30 public libraries run by

KNLS. The literacy level 73.6%, are among the l’have contributed to such undersized

number of public libraries in Kenya.WS Or universities and over 100 colleges. The
L

enactment of KNLS Act was a land rk e depmlent of  public library system in Kenya

though with less satisfaction since then. Kenya meveloping country with over 40 GDP billion

dollars leaves many social ies like publordries with little if not non with economical

powers; hence expa n is& th negligible andropgational. With Kenya struggling with young

technology villa ies are still mileage.

al libraries: There are eightestaprovinces in Kenya all with state centraldityt
Ho nder the unitary set of government thateSpublic libraries are under one national
council KNLS. Further, there are state centraklliprwhich are charged only as coordinating organs
for the KNLS their mandate is limited within the maational structure of KNLS on administration

and coordination only especially coordinating lifgraervices on the districts which are within their

jurisdiction . They are headed by Principal libaas.
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District libraries: With over 200 districte iKenya there are barely over 30 district libraries
spread all over the country. They are just underdtate/ provincial library, mandated to provide
public library services to the district level arltlaaeas within their jurisdiction. They are headsd

the senior librarians.

Other libraries: There are either communityCamstituency development fund library but they
e
are public library all the staff and funds are fr@overnment hence theyﬂd&'KNLS in all

manner and terms. They are less than 10 in Kermagdd by senior libr Mts

‘./
Hierarchical pattern:

® &
Kenya sub division are the same in all organs gum‘%as been partly that both countries

Kenya and India were British colonies. This’p ?r/eason or the other has influenced the
public libraries set up in Kenya. For |W ibrary there is a county central librarydan
many district and community libr r|e Mtgovernment through constituency development
funds (CDF) it's working towards a projection foregy constituency to build the public library is it

part of the achievement 2030 vi economic plan.

Section 7 ( LS Act stateson funds and resourcesin very brief termsthat;

sums as may, from time to time, be provimeplarliament for the purposes of this Act;

b) Any sums or property which may in any mannerlee payable to or vested in the board in

respect of any matter incidental to the carryingaifuts functions; and
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C) Any sums or property which may be donated toBbard: provided that the Board shall not
be obliged to accept a donation for a particularppse unless it approves of the terms and

conditions attached to such donation.
M anpower :

Section 6 (3) of KNLS Act states that; The Bbmay, from time to time, app@?‘n, such terms
s U 4
and conditions as it may think fit such officerkerks and servants as it md@er necessary for
' 4
carrying out its functions under this Act. Howewviire personnel of this service will consist of such
classes and categories of posts as the governnasndecide from time to/time.
® Oy'
A

@ ,

As a public library service, the KNLS pr S that include lending services, postal

Conclusion:

lending, reference services, servbe“o afer institutions, for informal training,

institutional advisory services wragrvice.

KNLS to develop a wor oposal and idgntiow private organization both local and

international level can suppoit public library ie§a. Mostly in technical, financial and operationa
risks to hence ation support services- thlougublic Private Partnership (PPP) also
synonymo rred as P3; a concept which ieeagingly becoming very popular in the western
world anaging the public institutions througlargmership. Through PPP & KNLS will
undertaking with one or more private companies iamdlve in a contract running of public library
with an objective to provide the efficient servimethe public. A typical PPP example for KNLS
would be library building financed and constrachy a private company and then leased to KNLS

Board for a particular period, here the private pany will act as a landlord, providing house-

keeping and other non information or library seegiavhile library provides library and information
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services. PPP is best practice to be utilized by &Nor it will enforce library standards in buifdj,
utilize both potentials and experts of KNLS and firevate Company then synergize them for
maximizing the output and attainment of the KNLSalgo Hence impact the living standards of

Kenyans through provision of information and exgagdetwork and service delivery.

. Kenya to achieve its Vision 2030 it should impehthe recommendation of UNESCO on public
(.
library manifesto of 1984 on ‘ONE LIBRARY, FOR EVERVILLAGE!. “Kenya Library
a -
Association (KLA) says that the use of the librasya culture that nemydeveloped in our
| N
youths through a well-planned library educationgoaon and curricul thus KNLS would be used

as a channel to implement this program. KNLS hasaadate:to egsure that library use becomes a
lifelong habit to all citizens. KNLS should furth nfcy\%w

ction on advisory in curriculum
development by making it a necessary réquire thé& national curricula of primary and
secondary schools to include Ilbrarym ules on mandatory basis. All schools must
also have a qualified school libr rlan NMIM) provide this indispensable facility will work

against the realizing objectives, goals and achierg of improvement of literacy and economy

hence non attainment of vi Kenya. Puldlicaties through KNLS have remarkable role

and contribution in t nt and realizatiaf vision 2030 through the pillars of; social,

economical and
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